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. { Cherokee)
Texanna, O..lahoma. -
Interview - July 12, 1937
Indian-Pioneer History X
Jas., S.Buchanan, Field Worker, »

Note- The following statement of ﬁrﬁl Susan Toney,
who does not $pepk English, only the Cherokeg lan-
suage, was interpreted through her son, Calvin
Toney. . ' '
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*I {Susen Toney) was born iam a refuge camp on
Red River in the Choctaw Natlon January 6, 1£62 |
where my parents, with other Cherokees, had fled.
/ .

* to escape the dangerous conditions thaﬁ existed
.in the Indian Ter-ltory brou cht on by the civil
\Nar» e o

hy father was william Flelds, fullblood Cher—

4 okee’ and my. mothef was - Sallie Glst) Fields, the
daughter of Teasy Gist, the ‘son of George Gist, or .

Sequoyah, Cherokee.
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After the élVll'hhr my parents moveg back to 41
uhelr home place at the mouth of - Duteh Creck on.

the Canadlan River where my grandfather Teasy

1,
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'§,§ v Gist died in 1869 ,when I was seven years of age.

I remember his burial’ in the old Cherokee burial

Ly



e [ I I S I PR S

cround on the hill beside the old Duten Cre Ve tr211

wwo and ope-1all miler routheast of Texana, or one

v

nn. one-hl{ mile west o. .the olc nome risce. . have

movn o7 thee old bvurial Jroun:i of Lie Lnero.seed
cince my earliect meo Llectvion anl 1T was & very olé
4 , [}

T 4"

curinl ground &t faat vime, It wos abandoned about |

ATV years ago. Toere sre only two waite neople

ouried in the piace. They were two litile vi.ite

irls, children ol ¢ poor Lamll; that vog living

in the-vi 1n1u“ whes tneir child en diew coout 1:11.

There were nmany oI the early Cheroxees ouried
ot tﬁat place and it veg alwdys..mowi as the Cher-
e pburiel zround and hel no other neme, Sheve
never was any grave mersers with lnscrlvtlons at
an of the graveg, ésjthe Indiags,zﬁ~*ne early days
N
nemory ané the iocation wesignatec by land-marks.

«y great-grandratner, George'Gist, prominent in
Ghe‘o;ee.histofy,.vus sorn in Tennessee about 176,

Y

anc at an advenced age, he‘came to $he lndian

X .
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t the burial place of their deed sacred in their
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Territory aloneh Jleaving his famlly east of the_.
MlSolSSippl hlver. His short tlﬂe in the Indian “r
Territory was among the egrly Cherokxee settlers.

Shortly after he came to Ehe Territory he was
.joined by his son, TeegeyGist, my grahdfathér.
Shortly thereafter Geor ro Gigt (Sequoysh), Teesey
'Gist, his son and another Cherokes by the name of
Ellen Boles, for reasons unknown, left the Indien
Territéry for élﬁ.Mexico.~ George Gist died on
that journey somewhere in lfexico about 1847, After
the death .of Sequoyah, TeesafGistkand Ellen Boles
left Mexico and went to Texas where they remained
for some time and through a transéption of some
description acquired = ?rac£ of land from Mexico, -
then attempted to colonize it with C%erokegg.which ,

involved them in a difficulty with the Texas gov-

ernment that lead to the killing of Boles.
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The story, as it wns!banded down tﬁrough'my
mother,‘tha£ when they wére ‘nvolved in -the
trouble with the Texas pgop1e~5#er the treaty
they had made with Mékico, Boles apd TeegprGist

-

attempted to escapehfromlTexar with the treaﬁyc
and was being ﬁursued bﬁ th;ir enenies when Boles
va: shot., Boles took the treaty froa vhere he
hady it hid in the fold of his saddfq‘blanket,

hey have got

Te for this

. &
handed it to TeesevGist and seaid;

me, you bake this and ride for your

) ,

e after,"” Tcesev(Gist made good

is what they

‘his escane with the itreaty, though he never re-

~

N ~
turned to Texas., I remember secing the paper

man& times in later years rs I grew up, I doa't

4.

‘mow what became of it.
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