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EWizébeth‘Ross, Intervigwe;‘ .
‘Indian~Pioneer History '
© August 30, 1937 ®

Sald He was §equoyah's Son -
At the beginning of the eighties of the lest

. D
century, = gray-heade® Chq)okee, whose nsize was Williem

Guess, but who was usuelly tel'ed 2111y .Coon, lived

-

in the hills zseverel miles southeest of the resent

. oy ° L
Perk Eili Post Office. %His Rure wes 1n the Takleogueh

district some years.before the beginning of the Civil |

- Wer. ‘ .

Although moré“ofteanefErred to as Billy ¢

-
-~ R

Coon this individua, asserted that Guess was his

. <D ® “ iV

- . .
reel surneme and that he was,a soun of George Guess,

=

brfSequoyah, originatdr of the Clerokee alphabet.
Some‘years ago e man traveling throﬁgh the.

_timberiaad)t;ying to find his way to the houe of ;n
acquaintence, casme to a house near a fine spring and
there made inquir§ concerning the route{to the hore
which he desired to reach. The desired informztion
v;s furﬁished, the traveler eft~rward relestec, by a
man w%o s;id that his su;name was Guess--the same
men who wes known as Bijty Céon.

»

l'eny CVérokees, full-bloods, or meer full-

* ~
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bloods, have often been known by names other than
their real géme. In éome instances as many as thr;o
-surnames have been _borne by the seme individual. |
‘The custom has long prev;iledﬁ Just haw or why
Wiliiem Guess came to be ;alled Billy Coon is not
knbwn. The old time Cherokees who may have known

are now dead.

William Guess, or Billy Coon, waa;%roficieht

453

maker of chairs. He used durable wood, and the chairs N

"were well made and skillfully bottomed with hickory,

-

elm barkfxor‘rawhide. "In & period when furniture 3tofes

were unknown, and chairs from manufacturers unavailable,

the native Cherokee artisans gupplied the demand to a
large extent, and in various homes chairs were ‘to be
found which hed been made by Billy Coon. o
Some of the people of today recall th;t William
_ Guess had two .sons and a.daughter. The sons wers
often referred t0 as George and Looney ¢opn, but they

subscribed their names, and referred to\themselves as

. George and Loonay Guess.

~

i

George %?on, the eldest son, wore his hair pmi\
; \

and twisted beneath his hat. When released the
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;héir;%eached_neariy to His waist. ﬁp was fully six
%ee:ﬁzg hetght, muscular apd streight. Looney Coon,
or Guess, was equall& as tall andcprobap1y weignhed

’

275 pounds, if not more. Both lived northeast of

ATahlequah at no great distance from thé Il}inois River, T
Both died in middle:life. Looney was/abTe to per-
form satisfactory work as e& blackamith, -

The sister, whose name was Leufa, married a
full-blood Cherokee who wes gen rally knowmn as
Charley Stgaler, but who was finelly celled Charley ' -
Pritchett. Their oldest son,iTony Pritchett, a
* member of the Ahericaﬁ,ﬁxpeditioﬁafx Forces was
killed ip PFrence. - |

Wi"iam Guess, or Coon, died early in the
eighties, probably before the close. of 1881,
Presumebly he was buried at Tshleguah, as he was
¥isiting there whem over-teaken by a fata]ﬂillneSSa.
His exact age is'ﬁot known, but mention was once. y
made of hiﬁ as being in‘the Pork Eill 1ocality\iﬁ
a %ather early period.

:

Colonel William A, Phillips, Commander of

the Union Indien Brigade in the Civil War, used

.~
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to relate that a qgn—éf Seéuoyah served in one of

~

the Régiments of the Brigade. Possibly William.
Guess, or Coon, was the man.
Authority: The late Lewis A. Ross releted

‘that Bil'y Coon claimed to be a son of George Guess,
or Sequoyah. The writer &also remembersg Bil'y Coon.



